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Mr. Chairman,  
Distinguished delegates, 
 

 I have the honour to introduce the report of the Secretary-General on the 

implementation of the recommendations of the Board of Auditors contained in its report 

on the United Nations funds and programmes for the financial period ended  

31 December 2012 (A/68/350), which is being submitted pursuant to General Assembly 

resolution 48/216 B of 23 December 1993. 

 
 The report of the Secretary-General includes responses of the executive heads of 

eight United Nations entities, namely: the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP); the United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF); the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF); the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 

Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA); the voluntary funds administered by the Office of 

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR); the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA); the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS); 

and the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 

(UN-Women). 
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 In 2012, the eight United Nations entities mentioned above successfully produced 

financial statements that complied with the International Public Sector Accounting 

Standards (IPSAS) and received unqualified audit opinions from the Board of Auditors. 

This is a major achievement that reflects the commitment of these organizations both in 

terms of adopting the new accounting standards and in the implementation of changes in 

business processes and systems. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 Every effort has been made to ensure compliance with the General Assembly’s 

request with regard to the implementation of oversight recommendations. This includes 

prioritising and setting timeframes for implementation of the Board’s recommendations, 

as well as identifying the Departments/Offices that are responsible for implementation 

and providing explanations for delays in the implementation of recommendations from 

prior periods. The specific reasons for those recommendations that were not implemented 

by July 2013 are provided in the report of the Secretary-General. 

 

 With regard to prioritization, the Board categorizes the most important 

recommendations as “main” recommendations.  While all accepted recommendations of 

the Board of Auditors will be implemented in a timely manner, the main 

recommendations will be given a higher priority. 

 

 Finally, please allow me, Mr. Chairman, to express on behalf of the Secretary-

General and the executive heads of the funds and programmes their sincere appreciation 

to the Board of Auditors for the constructive spirit in which it discharges its oversight 

function. We remain confident that our commitment to the timely and thorough 

implementation of the Board’s recommendations will contribute to the improved 

management of resources and efficiency of the United Nations funds and programmes. 

 

 I would like take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the colleagues 

from the Secretariat and from UNDP, UNCDF, UNICEF, UNRWA, UNHCR, UNFPA, 

UNOPS and UN-Women for their cooperation during the preparation of the report. 

Representatives of the above entities will be available during the informal consultations 
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to respond to the questions delegates of the Committee might have regarding the report of 

the Secretary-General. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

------------------ 


